
Religious Studies, Citizenship and Personal Development

Why is the study of Religious Studies, Citizenship and Personal Development important?
Our provision for Religious Studies, Citizenship and Personal Development (Relationships, Sex and Health Education) is coherently implemented across the Trust and
importantly localised to meet the unique identity of each academy and its community. As academies we are not required to follow the Locally Agreed Syllabus for
Religious Education, however we have chosen to incorporate the key concepts from our Local Authorities to best support the needs of our academy communities.

Religious Studies, Citizenship and Personal Development are taught through allocated curriculum time, Personal Development Days and supplemented through our
tutor and assembly programme. Within the curriculum, Religious Studies, Citizenship and Personal Development are taught, along with the flexibility to cover other
key learning relevant to the current and emerging needs of our students and local communities.

At Outwood Academy Hindley we offer Religious Studies as an option subject for those wishing to study the subject to GCSE. We follow AQA Route A, studying
Christianity and Islam and themes of:

● Relationships and families
● Religion and life
● Religion, crime and punishment
● Religion, human rights and social justice

Our daily tutorial and assembly programmes support our students’ personal development and understanding of these important aspects of our curriculum. A wealth
of opportunities designed across the academic year provide both whole school and age appropriate events, programmes, trips and visits. For example Year 7
participates in a Christmas service at our local church, we have a democracy focused visit to London and an overseas trip to Berlin. We promote national and local
awareness campaigns, observe local and national commemorations and celebrate diversity, empowering students to engage more widely in their personal, social,
health, moral, spiritual, cultural education. Recent examples of this include Hello Yellow Day, Holocaust Memorial Day, UK Parliament Week andAnti Bullying Week.



Opportunities such as our Random Acts of Kindness initiative or Student Voice and enrichment programmes operate in our academy reflecting the needs and
concerns of the student body such as Student Voice, Alpha and homework club.

The most important and guiding factor when devising our curriculum is to ensure that our students are given all the skills, knowledge and experience they need to
effectively prepare them for their future in an ever-changing world. Our intent is to equip our students as global citizens and support them in becoming an efficient
and contributing member of society who is able to stay safe and care for those around them.

What skills will the study of Religious Studies, Citizenship and Personal Development teach you?
There are many explicit and implicit skills actively developed throughout our curriculum. These include:

● Empathy
● Interpersonal
● Evaluation
● Analysis
● Critical thinking
● Problem solving

What will you know and understand from your study of Religious Studies, Citizenship and Personal Development?
Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural (SMSC) development and appreciation of British Values
British values and SMSC are integral parts of academy life; however, by their very nature they will be addressed more frequently and in more detail during Religious
Studies, Citizenship and Personal Development lessons. These areas focus on the development of the whole student and are whole academy responsibilities.
Academies are conscientious in accurately mapping these aspects of the curriculum both across lessons and within the whole academy experience.

Personal, Social, and Health Education (PSHE) and Relationships, Sex and Health Education (RSHE)
From 2020, RSHE is a statutory requirement in all schools in England. Our academy maps the requirements of RSHE across subject delivery and through age
appropriate guidance delivered within our tutorial and assembly programmes and calendared year group events that are delivered by external agencies and groups
such as The British Heart Foundation. Subject leads ensure they are familiar with the statutory guidance and regularly check for updates or changes to the guidance.
Within this curriculum there are a range of laws which students are introduced to, supporting their understanding of the modern society to which they belong.



PSHE and RSHE are whole academy responsibilities, so whilst a large part of this curriculum will be covered in lessons it is not restricted to this subject but rather it
underpins our academy’s wider curriculum delivery. We are conscientious in accurately mapping our compliance and regularly reflect and update this. We are
supported by health professionals in partnership with the Local Authority in delivering elements of the RSHE requirements.

How does your study of Religious Studies, Citizenship and Personal Development support you in other subjects?
All subjects across the curriculum support the exploration of PSHE, RSHE, SMSC and British Values coherently mapping appropriate aspects of this coverage to their
subject schemes of work for example Rule of Law, Democracy and Individual Liberty are taught through History whilst English and the Arts support the appreciation
of the influences that have shaped our heritage and those of others. Our Computing departments teach online safety, PE fosters an awareness of physical health and
fitness and Science teaches the facts about puberty, reproductive health, including fertility and the potential impact of lifestyle on fertility for men and women. By
doing this we not only develop and deepen the knowledge our students have, but to also ensure that we have a coherent, consistent delivery model.

How can you deepen your understanding of Religious Studies, Citizenship and Personal Development?
Independently: Read/watch/listen to the news.
With your family or friends: Discuss topical stories. Debate.
Our course provides: Visits to places of worship, outside speakers from religious leaders from Christianity and Buddhism, organisations that link to topics studied e.g.
The Brick, Street Pastors.
Optional overseas visit to Berlin.

How are you assessed in Religious Studies, Citizenship and Personal Development?
There are a number of formal assessment points each year which we use to inform our Praising Stars© data entry. These are referred to as checkpoints and include
content from prior learning as well as the most recent content. These require students to apply knowledge to a variety of tasks building in complexity and challenge
over the years.

The GCSE qualification is a 100% written examination.
Key Assessment Objectives
Paper 1: Christianity (60mins)
Paper 2: Islam (60mins)
Paper 3: Themes (Relationships, Life & Death, Good and Evil, Human Rights (120 mins)



AO1 Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of religion and belief*, including:
● beliefs, practices and sources of authority
● influence on individuals, communities and societies
● similarities and differences within and/or between religions and beliefs

AO2 Analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and belief*, including their significance and influence
*including non-religious views

Informal assessment takes a number of forms including verbal contribution, homework, low stakes quizzes, timed writing and practice examination questions. We
assess how students at their current stage of study are on track to reach their end of stage targets which are formulated on aspirational expectation from their KS2
starting points. We make an informed prediction from our holistic assessments based on our subject mapping of expectation across the Religious Studies curriculum.

How can Religious Studies, Citizenship and Personal Development support your future?
Study of Religious Studies can lead to a wide range of careers:

● Journalist
● Editor
● Radio/ Television
● Politician
● Government/ Civil Service
● Policy Manager
● Legal Services (Barrister/ Solicitor)
● Police Service
● Charity sector/ not-for-profit organisations
● Humanitarian work
● Social services/ counselling
● NHS/ Medicine (Doctor/ Nurse/ Mental Health)
● PR/ Advertising/ Marketing

If you would like to discuss RS/PD/Life, please contact Miss Tomlinson on h.tomlinson@hindley.outwood.com

mailto:h.tomlinson@hindley.outwood.com


Curriculum Progression Pathway

Religious Education Informed by Lancashire Agreed Syllabus

Curriculum is reviewed annually and
allows for alteration if events or incidents
require. Student voice is considered too.
Staffing may reflect personal strengths
too; ensuring compulsory content is

taught by most qualified.

Health & Wellbeing Informed by PSHE statutory guidance, local Health record and triangulation with our Deep Support team.

Careers Informed by the Gatsby Benchmarks

Wider world inc citizenship
& finances

Informed by PSHE statutory guidance, Citizenship National Curriculum and financial

RSHE Informed by PSHE statutory guidance

Year group Enhancement: Personal Development Days

Autumn Spring Summer

Year 7 Finances / Hygiene / ACE Anti-semitism Summer Safety inc First Aid

Year 8 Alcohol / peers / consent Careers Finances / Community Action

Year 9 Online safety including age related content Enterprise / Careers

Year 10 World of Work
HMD / Careers: (2 Hours Army) Positive

masculinity
College taster day: Wigan & Leigh

Year 11 Careers / finances Motivation / KS5



Year 7

LIFE

ACE
Why Do I Stand

Up Against
Bullying?

How Can I Be
Safe When Using
Social Media?

Why Are Good
Manners
Important?

Gratitude Not
Entitlement

Conflict is
Inevitable but
Combat is

Optional. How
can I Respond

Master Learner
Responsibility

For My Learning
Following your
great dream

Why is respect
so important in
relationships?

What is consent?
What makes a
respectful

relationship?

What makes a
good friend?

How can we have
a successful
friendship?

How can we be
positive?

How can we
avoid peer
pressure?

What do we
mean by positive
masculinity?

How does Britain
reflect the value
of equality?

What are British
Values?

What happens to
your wages?

How does the
government

support those in
need in the UK?

How does trade
work?

How does the
government

support people
overseas?

Why do many
support
fairtrade?

How can I be
mentally and
physically
healthy?

What to expect
during puberty?

How can I
support my

mind?

What happens if
you only eat
sweets? Teeth

How can we
lower cancer

risk?

How can we
boost our self

esteem?

How can I be an
effective

participant?

What do we
mean by politics?

Why are British
values important?

What do we
mean by

democracy?

How does Britain
promote liberty?

How does our
law promote
respect?

How can we
build equality?

What does
politics do for

me?

How can I best
manage risks?

What does it
mean to budget?

How can I best
look after my

money?

How can I safely
use money
online?

What are the
risks associated
with gambling?

Why do we need
to be cautious
when gaming?
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life?

PS: Is Brit Milah
the best birth

ritual?

Why do humans
live in

communities?

Do humans need
religion?

What is God?
Why believe in

God?
Are sacred texts

reliable?
Should we follow

the law?
Do humans need

religion?

What are the
signs of religious
membership?

Checkpoint

Are the Jewish
people chosen by

God?

What does it
mean to be
Jewish?

Is Moses a good
leader?

Why is Passover
celebrated?

What was "The
Exodus”?

PS: Was Moses
special?

Is the Covenant
relevant today?

How does being
Jewish affect daily

life?
What does it

mean to be part
of the Muslim

faith?

What does it
mean to be
Muslim?

What do Muslims
believe about

God?

What is a
Prophet?

How does the
Qur’an shape
core beliefs?

PS: Which belief
is most

important?

How do Muslims
show devotion?

What role does
the Mosque play?

Is religion still
relevant?

How do people
show religious
devotion?

What do rituals
reveal about a

person?

Is worship better
in a group?

How should I
revise for my
assessment?

PS: Is Religion
still relevant?

Consolidate/SRT
additional lesson
on Christianity

Year 8

Religious
Studies,
Citizenship
and PD

How does
religion inspire

change?
What is personal

conviction?
Who was Jesus?

Why did Jesus
break the law?

How did Martin
Luther change
the world?

How did Rosa
Parks’ faith
inspire her?

How can
vocations change

lives?
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How can I stay
safe and healthy?

Why are some
drugs restricted?

Why is smoking
illegal?

What should I
know about
vaping?

What do I need
to know about

gangs?
Why do some
Gods have four

arms?

What does it
mean to be a

Hindu?

Are there lots of
gods?

Why do the gods
look the way
they do?

Why do many
Hindus keep the

Samskars?

Which is the
best form of
commitment?

What are the key
Hindu beliefs on

life?

How do our
decisions affect
life in the UK?

Why does
politics matter?

What is
democracy?

What is the
Government?

What does the
government do

for me?

Why is voting
important?

Which is the best
form of

leadership?

How does our
political system
uphold British

Values?
Can religion
answer all
ultimate
questions?

What are
Ultimate

Questions?

How is God best
described?

What evidence is
there for God’s

existence?

4. What is the
Biblical creation

theory?

What are the
alternative
creation
theories?

Does God exist?
What happened

at the Fall?

How can we
design a church
for the future?

Why do
Christians go to

church?

Why are there
different

denominations?

Why do churches
look the way
they do?

How and why do
Christians pray?

PS: Is church
attendance
necessary?

Why is the Bible
so special?

How do different
Christians
worship?

How would you
design a Faith
building for the

future?

Year 9 2023-24 Reduced to 1-2 hours per HT

Health &
Wellbeing

Why is positive
body image so
important?

What is self
esteem and how
does it affect
body image?

Does the media
have a positive
impact on body

image?

How does social
media affect self
esteem and body

image?

Is our view of
beauty healthy?

How are men
affected by poor
body image ?

What is
self-harm and
why do people

do it?

How do gender
“norms” affect
body image?
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Year 11

LIFE

How can I plan
for the future?

What do I
already know

about finance and
careers?

Where should
my future lie?

How can I turn
failure into
success?

Why is resilience
so important?

How can i be
successful at an

interview?

How to make a
good first
impression?

Why are literacy
and numeracy
skills important
to employers?

What are the
challenges of
long-term

relationships?

Why can’t
everyone have a

baby?

What is a
rainbow baby?

What is
menopause?

What signs to
look for in a

changing body?

What signs to
look for in a

female changing
body?

Are some beauty
treatments too
good to be true?

Why do some
relationships
break down?

How can I be an
ally?

What do we
mean by good

and evil?

What is good
and what is evil?

Where does
suffering come

from?

How should we
treat a murderer?

Is forgiveness the
best way to end

suffering?

Is War ever
justified?

What is Pacifism?

Can terrorism
ever be

considered a
‘good thing’?

What has
democracy done

for me?

How can I spot
fake news?

Why should I be
wary of cults?

What are LGBT+
issues?

How has protest
lead to increased

rights?

Which women's
rights are still not

universal?

Why has the
MeToo

movement been
so significant?

How can we
eradicate honour
based violence?

How can we stay
safe with
increasing
freedom?

What are legal
highs?

What should I
consider when I

turn 16?

Why are good
friends

important?

How can I keep a
sense of good
morality?

Which strategies
can I use to keep

safe?

What can we
learn from

Joanna’s story?
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