
Why is the study of Performing Arts important?

Performing Arts means practically exploring performance methods and techniques, as well as developing analytical skills through the evaluation of live and recorded
performance work. Performing Arts also means the use of performance techniques to explore issue based work relating to personal development and moral/ethical dilemmas.
Its study will require learners to question the purpose of performance and the intention of a range of choreographers/practitioners/theatre and dance companies  in their
creation of performance work.

Learners will also explore their own creative intention and develop their personal performance skills in expressing their thoughts and ideas through the medium of dance.
Performance studies will encourage students to express their personal views within group work and through the creative choices they make in creating choreography.. From
Year 7 they will have the exciting opportunity to develop their practical understanding of performance skills including techniques such as flexibility, alignment, and coordination,
as well learning how to create their own choreography using inventive body actions, devices such as canon and unison, how to structure the actions into a sequence and make
decisions about dynamics. Learners will perform their work regularly in order to develop their confidence and develop a strong understanding of the audience experience.
Student’s study of Performing Arts will encourage them to think deeply and help them to effectively express themselves– a great life skill that all universities and employers will
appreciate.

Big questions such as why people create performance and the intended impact on their audience will be considered throughout students' lessons. We also aim to have cross
curricular links with Geography, History and English, to enable students to explore topics practically and creatively.

What skills will the study of Performing Arts teach?

As a citizen in this world, students need to know how to work collaboratively with other people, express their personal views, understand their view of others, and
communicate clearly. Performing Arts provides a framework for understanding people through the analysis of choreography and live performance work; as well as the
opportunity to work collaboratively to create work that will express their own ideas.

Dance has many transferable skills that enable students to be successful in other subjects and outside of the classroom.



Dance will teach students to…

● Perform dance with control, fluency, accuracy and the correct timing
● Develop physical skills such as posture, alignment, flexibility, stamina and strength
● Use dynamics to emphasise the mood and meaning of the dance
● Create effective choreography that has a logical structure and utilises choreographic devices
● Analyse the effectiveness of your own choreography and use of dance skills
● Express your ideas within a group during collaborative creative tasks
● Communicate ideas through the use of dance skills

What will learners know and understand from their study of Performing Arts?

● There are many different styles of theatre and dance that have been developed with different approaches and intentions
● Theatre and dance practitioners have developed a range of different approaches to match the intention of their work
● The importance of considering your audience in the creation of performance work
● To articulate the aspects of a piece of performance that they like/dislike and why
● Understand the response from your audience and adapt their work to increase the clarity and effectiveness

Curriculum Guidelines

To ensure the curriculum in Performing Arts is knowledge rich and offers learners significant opportunities to expand their knowledge of the subject, all learners must cover
the following within their key stage 3 curriculum: Genre/Style- All students must be exposed to at least one genre/style within their Performing Arts curriculum. They should
develop a practical understanding of the genre, as well as the historical context and key choreographers..

Creating - All learners must be given the opportunity to use devising/choreography skills in creating their own work. They should be clear about their intentions for their
work and evaluate the success. Professional Work- All learners must be exposed to one piece of professional work. They should have the opportunity to view the work and
carry out activities to allow them to analyse the intention and success of the piece.

Performing - All learners should expect to perform at some point in a half term in order to build confidence and showcase work, whilst being supportive to peers.


