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WJEC Eduqas Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9-1) in Film Studies

Why is the study of Film Studies important?
There is so much more to Film Studies than simply watching 
film! When watching a film, we might regard it as relaxation or 
escapism. However, the in-depth study of film involves coming 
from a very different starting point. Through the Eduqas Film 
Studies GCSE course, as well as gaining an appreciation of film as 
an art form in terms of its visual storytelling, studying the course 
will enhance your understanding of the world, for example by 
exploring competing values, attitudes and beliefs. Our course 
also incorporates a creative production element where you will 
be able to put what you have learnt into practice by writing a 
screenplay. 

What skills will the study of Film Studies teach 
you? 
It’s not just about film! The critical skills you develop through 
studying film will also be of use in GCSE English and modern 
foreign languages. The deepening historical and cultural 
perspectives you will develop will inform your work in history, 
geography, sociology and other humanities subjects. Through 
the screenplay element of the course, writing skills for GCSE 
English will be enhanced. The visual and design aspects of film 
production are linked to skills required of art students. The 
development of deeper critical and creative thinking gained by 
studying film can enhance many different career paths and is a 
much sought after transferable skill in both employment and 
further study.

Film Studies is an extremely enjoyable and worthwhile subject to 
study, but expect to be constantly challenged and excited by the 
course. Not only will it change the way you watch film, but more 
importantly it will challenge you to think in new ways, use new 
terms and vocabulary and question or change your perspective 
on a whole host of issues, for example, representation of race or 
gender. Studying film allows you to understand important issues 
and developments within history, society and culture, using film 
as the medium with which to gain a greater insight into these 
areas. From Hollywood Cinema to Contemporary UK Film, the 
films on our specification have great critical reputations. They 
are films of depth and substance which have been purposefully 
chosen to offer rich and interesting analysis. They represent 
different time periods and different moments in history showing 
alternative representations of culture and people. 

Curriculum Progression Pathway - Media Studies

What will you know and understand from your 
study of Film Studies?
In Film Studies we study the following areas - and do so through 
the following films:

• US Film 1930-1960 US Film 1961-1990 (Rebel Without a 
Cause and Ferris Bueller’s Day Off)

• US Independent film (Juno)
• Global Film - outside of Hollywood (District 9)
• Foreign Independent Film (Let the Right One In)
• Contemporary UK Film (Attack the Block)

You will study the following concepts: Film Technology; Narrative 
& Genre Representation; Film Style and Film Criticism. In 
addition you will study the key elements of film form including 
cinematography, mise en scene, editing and sound. 
Each film will be explored in relation to the context of their 
setting - in regards of what was happening at the time the film 
was made and set. 

How can you deepen your understanding of Film 
Studies?
This is the only subject where watching Netflix at home can be 
justified as revision! However, not if you only watch the film. 
Every film you watch gives you the opportunity to analyse the 
choices made by the director and explore how effective the film 
was at communicating their intentions.

Weekly Film Review podcasts such as: Kermode and Mayo’s 
Film Review - which can be found here https://www.bbc.co.uk/
programmes/b00lvdrj review new films released each week. 
Although these films are not on the syllabus, the podcast and 
program is language and film terminology rich. By simply listening 
each week, you will develop your knowledge and vernacular 
around film.

In relation to other resources and website to access a really 
useful one is ‘Film Studies Fundamentals’ a YouTube channel by a 
Film teacher and examiner: https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCacUrPwcGSkXvfVy_a4MZDQ. The website has mini tutorial 
videos alongside clips from key scenes of ALL of the set films we 
study. Even knowing the key scenes from the set films are here 
to review and develop your knowledge of the films you study is a 
great resource.
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How are you assessed in Film Studies?
There are 6 assessment points each year that we term Praising 
Stars©. We assess how students at their current stage of study 
are on track to reach their end of stage targets which are 
formulated on aspirational expectation from their KS2 starting 
points. We make an informed prediction from our holistic 
assessments based on our subject mapping of expectation across 
the Film Studies curriculum. 

Key Assessment Objectives 
AO1 Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of elements of 
film.
AO2 Apply knowledge and understanding of elements of film, 
including to:

• analyse and compare films
• analyse and evaluate own work in relation to other 

professionally produced work 
AO3 Apply knowledge and understanding of elements of film to 
the production of film or screenplay.

Study of Film Studies can lead to a wide range of 
careers, such as: 

• Broadcast engineer
• Broadcast presenter
• Location manager
• Programme researcher 
• Television camera operator
• Television/film/video producer
• Television production coordinator
• Runner broadcasting/film/video

Exam 1 - 
Component 1
35% of overall grade

Exam 2 - 
Component 2
35% of overall grade

Production - 
Component 3
30% of overall grade

Key Developments 
in US Film 
• Section A: US 

Film Comparative 
Study 

• Section B: Key 
Developments 
in Film & Film 
Technology 

• Section C: US 
Independent Film

Global Film 
– Narrative, 
Representation & 
Film Style
• Section A: Global 

English language 
film 

• Section B: Global 
non-English 
language film 

• Section C: 
Contemporary 
UK film

Creative Production
• Film Extract - 

Screenplay
• Film Extract - 

Shooting Script
• Evaluative 

Analysis - of the 
effectiveness of 
Screenplay.
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Confidential - do not duplicate or distribute without the written permission of OGAT.

WJEC Eduqas Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9-1) in Film Studies Course Overview (2 Year)
Term Year 1 Year 2

Autumn 1 Intro to Film Key Concepts: 
• cinematography, mise en scene, editing and sound.

FILM 4: Rebel Without A Cause
• Exploration of genre and narrative alongside the context 

of the time.

Autumn 2 FILM 1: Attack the Block
• Focus upon AESTHETICS in film.
• Mise en Scene and Cinematography.
• Context - Historical, Social and Political.

FILM 5: Ferris Bueller’s Day Off
• Exploration of genre and narrative alongside the context 

of the time.

Comparison - Film 4 and 5
• comparing the films in terms of genre, narrative and 

context
• Identifying similarities and differences between the two 

films from contrasting time periods.

Spring 1 FILM 2: District 9
• NARRATIVE techniques and structures.
• Context - Historical, Social and Political.

FILM 6: Juno
• Studying of the film in relation to specialist writing on 

film.
• Deepen understanding of film through applying to critical 

writing.

Timeline of Film
• Learning about ten of the key stages in film development, 

from first moving image through to CGI.

Spring 2 FILM 3: Let the Right One In
• REPRESENTATION - of key social groups and ideas 

within film.

Revision and exam technique

Summer 1 Production - Screenplay Writing and Shooting Script
• Screenplay conventions
• Links to other films of the same genre and their 

influences.

Revision and exam technique

Summer 2 Production - Evaluative Analysis
• Evaluation of the product - does it achieve the desired 

outcome.

N/A
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WJEC Eduqas Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9-1) in Film Studies Course Overview (1 Year)
Term Year 1

Autumn 1 Intro to Film Key Concepts: 
• cinematography, mise en scene, editing and sound.

FILM 1: Attack the Block
• Focus upon AESTHETICS in film.
• Mise en Scene and Cinematography.
• Context - Historical, Social and Political.

FILM 2: District 9
• NARRATIVE techniques and structures.
• Context - Historical, Social and Political.

Autumn 2 FILM 3: Let the Right One In
• REPRESENTATION - of key social groups and ideas within film.

Production - Screenplay Writing and Shooting Script
• Screenplay conventions
• Links to other films of the same genre and their influences.

Spring 1 Production - Evaluative Analysis
• Evaluation of the product - does it achieve the desired outcome.

FILM 4: Rebel Without A Cause
• Exploration of genre and narrative alongside the context of the time.

Spring 2 FILM 5: Ferris Bueller’s Day Off
• Exploration of genre and narrative alongside the context of the time.

Comparison - Film 4 and 5
• comparing the films in terms of genre, narrative and context
• Identifying similarities and differences between the two films from contrasting time periods.

FILM 6: Juno
• Studying of the film in relation to specialist writing on film.
• Deepen understanding of film through applying to critical writing.

Summer 1 Timeline of Film
• Learning about ten of the key stages in film development, from first moving image through to CGI.

Revision and exam techniques

Summer 2


